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COLD OPEN

INT. LOCKER ROOM - DAY

ARCHIE, MOOSE, REGGIE and the rest of the RIVERDALE BULLDOGS 
put on their football gear.

ARCHIE
You guys ready to crush Coolsville?

REGGIE
We are, but you shouldn’t get your 
hopes up, Arch. That bench doesn’t 
warm itself.

Archie scowls. Moose cracks his knuckles.

MOOSE
Watch it, Reggie.

REGGIE
C’mon. Learn to take a little 
constructive criticism.

ARCHIE
How was that constructive?

REGGIE
I constructed it. [LAUGHS]

JUGHEAD barges in, out of breath.

JUGHEAD
Archie -- it’s Hallway Baby!

INT. RIVERDALE HIGH HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

The guys stand in terror as, at the opposite end of the hall, 
the HALLWAY BABY, a ghostly green baby, hovers over spooky 
fog, crying. The intercom speakers squeal with feedback.

MOOSE
Nope. I don’t mess with ghosts. I’m 
out of here.

He runs off. Archie, Jughead and Reggie share concerned 
looks.

END OF COLD OPEN
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ACT ONE

EXT. RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - DAY

BETTY and VERONICA hang out, under a tree, as Moose runs out 
of the school, plowing through DILTON DOILEY as he messes 
with a tablet.

MOOSE
Sorry, Dilton!

He hops into his car.

VERONICA
Moose? Where are you going?

BETTY
You’re gonna miss the big game!

MOOSE
I’m not playing at a haunted high 
school!

BETTY
Haunted?

VERONICA
Haunted?

Archie, Jughead and Reggie hurry out of the school as Moose 
speeds off.

BETTY
What’s with Moose?

REGGIE
The big oaf got scared by a baby.

BETTY
Aww... how could he be scared of a 
cute little baby?

JUGHEAD
Maybe because it was floating three 
feet off the ground.

Betty and Veronica do a double take.

Nearby, the Mystery Machine pulls up to the school and the 
gang hops out. Shaggy and Scooby are decked head-to-toe in 
Coolsville High School pride.

SCOOBY
Cougars! Cougars!

SHAGGY
Cougars! Cougars!
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VELMA
Calm down, you two. It’s only a 
football game.

SHAGGY
Are you kidding, Velma? This is, 
like, the biggest game of the 
season! Winner plays Central High 
for the championship!

SCOOBY
Boo Central Centaurs!

VELMA
It’s just a bunch of meatheads 
running into each other for a ball. 
What’s the point?

SHAGGY
Fred? Can you explain --

DAPHNE
No!

Daphne gets back into the van.

FRED
Daph?

DAPHNE
You guys go ahead. I’ll wait in the 
van.

FRED
What’s wrong?

DAPHNE
I -- uh -- I forgot I have a phone 
call with -- a -- uh --

Velma looks around and notices the Archie gang.

VELMA
Does this have something to do with 
those people?

DAPHNE
[NERVOUS LAUGH] What? No! Why? [OFF 
LOOKS] Fine... Yes. That girl with 
the dark hair. That’s Veronica 
Lodge. My nemesis.

The gang laughs.
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DAPHNE
I’m serious!

FRED
How is she your nemesis?

DAPHNE
Well...

INT. COOLSVILLE YACHT CLUB - DAY (FLASHBACK)

Daphne, as she was in A Pup Named Scooby-Doo, gets herself 
ready in a makeup mirror. She wears a fancy outfit and is 
surrounded by other GIRLS getting ready. A sign in the area 
reads: JUNIOR MISS COOLSVILLE YACHT CLUB

A GIRL in a blue dress, back to camera, walks by Daphne, 
bumping into her, sending Daphne’s lipstick streaking across 
her face.

GIRL
[SARCASTIC] Oops...

DAPHNE
Veronica!

The girl laughs as she disappears into the crowd.

EXT. RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - BACK TO PRESENT

The gang is confused, expecting more.

VELMA
Is that it?

DAPHNE
She ruined my makeup, Velma!

FRED
It sounded like it could be anyone.

SHAGGY
Or an accident.

DAPHNE
That’s how sinister she is. The 
Lodges have always hated the 
Blakes.

Daphne glares at Veronica. Veronica turns and the two make 
eye contact.
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VERONICA
Daphne? Daphne Blake?

DAPHNE
Oh no.

Veronica heads over to the gang.

VERONICA
What are you doing in Riverdale?

DAPHNE
We’re here to watch Coolsville beat 
you in the big game.

VERONICA
[SARCASTIC] Nice van. This what all 
that Bubble Bath money bought you?

FRED
[OBLIVIOUS] She’s a beauty, right?

Betty approaches, followed by the others.

BETTY
Who are your friends, Ronnie?

DAPHNE
We’re not friends.

VERONICA
We’re not friends.

BETTY
Oh.

VELMA
I’m Velma. That’s Daphne, Fred, 
Shaggy and Scooby-Doo.

All but Daphne wave politely.

BETTY
Betty. [THEN] And this is Archie, 
Jughead and Reggie.

ARCHIE
Hello.

REGGIE
What’s up?

Jughead nods.

SHAGGY
Aren’t you guys on the football 
team?
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REGGIE
I mean, if you want to count what 
Archie does as being on the team. 
Sure.

FRED
Shouldn’t you be getting ready?

ARCHIE
We were, until our best player got 
scared out of the school.

SCOOBY
Scared?

SHAGGY
[GULPS] By what?

JUGHEAD
Hallway Baby.

MYSTERY INC.
Hallway Baby?!

FRED
Sounds like a mystery!

DAPHNE
Freddie, no...

FRED
Sorry, Daph.

VELMA
What exactly is a Hallway Baby?

ARCHIE
Jug, you wanna take that one?

JUGHEAD
Hallway Baby’s a Riverdale urban 
legend...

EXT. OLD-TIMEY RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - DAY (FLASHBACK)

A bunch of MUSTACHIOED MEN finish construction on the school, 
in what might possibly be the early forties. A scraggly, old 
WITCH approaches with a basket.
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JUGHEAD (V.O.)
Back when Riverdale High was built, 
a mysterious, old witch approached 
the construction crew, asking them 
to take care of her baby. But the 
men refused.

The witch opens the basket to reveal a green baby. The men 
look at each other and laugh, shooing the woman away.

INT. OLD-TIMEY RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - NIGHT

The witch sneaks into the newly-constructed hallways and 
gingerly tucks the baby into a locker.

JUGHEAD (V.O.)
So that night, the witch snuck into 
the school and hid the baby in a 
locker, hoping a teacher would find 
it and raise it as their own.

As soon as the witch is gone, the baby opens the locker and 
crawls out, down the hall.

JUGHEAD (V.O.)
But as soon as she left, that baby 
found its way out of the locker and 
disappeared deep into the school.

INT. OLD-TIMEY RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - DAY

STUDENTS flood the halls. One student is confused when they 
find the baby’s blanket in their locker.

JUGHEAD (V.O.)
And when everybody arrived the next 
day for the start of the school 
year, it was nowhere to be found.

EXT. RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - BACK TO PRESENT

Everybody is entranced by Jughead’s story.

JUGHEAD
Nobody knows where it went or what 
happened, but now it haunts the 
halls, terrorizing students and 
making homework vanish without a 
trace.
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VERONICA
What a bunch of nonsense.

REGGIE
Who would believe that?

REVEAL: Shaggy and Scooby sitting in the front seat of the 
Mystery Machine.

SHAGGY
Like, come on, gang. We’ve got 
enough spooky stuff back home.

SCOOBY
Goodbye, Riverdale.

FRED
Get out of there. We’ve got to 
solve this mystery.

ARCHIE
You think that’s possible? It might 
be our only way to get Moose back.

FRED
Hear that, guys? There can’t be a 
fair game until we catch this baby. 
[THEN] That felt weird to say.

ARCHIE
We’ll show you where we saw it. 
Follow us.

INT. RIVERDALE HIGH HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

The two gangs stand at the end of a long hallway.

VELMA
I don’t see anything.

JUGHEAD
It was at the other end of the 
hall.

VERONICA
Then why aren’t we over there?

JUGHEAD
Because the door was on this side.

BETTY
Let’s walk over there then and --
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The lights go out. Feedback floods the intercom speakers.

DAPHNE
What happened?

REGGIE
Yeah, it’s not funny.

The Hallway Baby swings into view behind them, glowing green 
and crying.

SHAGGY
Zoinks!

All of them bolt towards the other end of the hallway.

FRED
Split up!

At a T intersection at the end of the hall, the gangs split. 
Archie and Fred duck into a door on the left, while Shaggy 
and Betty jump into a door on the right. Daphne and Veronica 
head through a pair of doors straight ahead, as Velma and 
Reggie turn down the left hallway and Jughead and Scooby turn 
down the right one.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Scooby and Jughead hold the doors shut.

JUGHEAD
I think we’re in the clear.

He turns the lights on and the pair look out at the shelves, 
upon shelves, of books.

JUGHEAD
Hungry?

Scooby perks up.

SCOOBY
Always.

Jughead grabs a massive dictionary and opens it up to reveal 
it’s been hollowed out. He takes two massive sandwiches out 
and hands one to Scooby.

SCOOBY
You’re a genius.

JUGHEAD
A good leader is always --

INT. SCIENCE CLASSROOM - SAME

In a room filled with lab equipment, Fred and Archie explore, 
checking for signs of life.

FRED
-- prepared for this. I mean, I 
usually am, but that was not what I 
expected.

ARCHIE
You get used to it. You’d be 
surprised how prone Riverdale is to 
weird mysteries.

FRED
I’m no stranger to a good mystery, 
but a baby? A baby’s not a sea 
demon... or a neon phantom... or a 
cat creature. It’s just -- a baby.

Archie stares at Fred.
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ARCHIE
You remind me a lot of this guy my 
friend Josie dated.

FRED
Josie? From the Pussycats?

ARCHIE
Yeah, you know her?

FRED
We did a mystery with them!

ARCHIE
Oh, neat-o! Like over at Pop’s or 
something?

FRED
No, on a showboat in Missouri. The 
thing was --

INT. GYM - SAME

Velma and Reggie wander the massively empty space.

REGGIE
-- haunted by a ghost? How does a 
high school end up with a ghost? 
That’s so dumb.

VELMA
I doubt what we’re dealing with is 
anything more than a trick.

REGGIE
You think somebody’s trying to 
trick me?

VELMA
Probably not you specifically, but 
Riverdale High in general.

REGGIE
You’re pretty smart. And a smart 
kind of pretty.

VELMA
Thanks?

He leans against a wall, looks deep into her eyes, and winks.

VELMA
I’m gonna look for clues.
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She walks in the opposite direction.

REGGIE
What’s the matter, Glasses?

VELMA
What? Not a lot of girls immune to 
your “charm”?

REGGIE
Never got any complaints.

VELMA
Surprising. How’s Veronica feel 
about that?

REGGIE
[CAUGHT OFF-GUARD] Why’d you say 
that?

VELMA
I saw her grab your hand when the 
lights went out.

REGGIE
Oh -- well -- I mean, Ronnie -- she 
and I -- we --

INT. CAFETERIA - SAME

Daphne and Veronica walk as far apart from each other as 
possible, checking under tables.

DAPHNE
-- don’t need to get along.

VERONICA
I don’t get you, Blake. One minute 
we’re best friends, then the next 
you’re sabotaging my chance at 
Junior Miss Coolsville Yacht Club!

DAPHNE
Excuse me?

Veronica walks behind the serving station.

VERONICA
You heard me, saboteur... or do you 
have too many split ends blocking 
your ears?
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DAPHNE
[GASPS] How dare you!

VERONICA
How dare me? How dare you!

She grabs a handful of mashed potatoes and hurls them at 
Daphne. They splatter across her dress. Daphne finds some hot 
dogs and throws them in retaliation.

VERONICA
Hot --

INT. LIBRARY - SAME

Jughead and Scooby casually walk along a row of books.

SCOOBY
-- Dog?

JUGHEAD
Yeah. Hot Dog’s the most loyal 
pooch you’ll ever meet. I think you 
two would get along really well. 
Maybe once this is over, we can --

He stops, spotting something out a window.

SCOOBY
What is it?

JUGHEAD
That’s Moose’s car.

Jughead points out a car in the back parking lot.

JUGHEAD
What’s he doing back? I thought he 
was too scared of Hallway Baby to 
play in tonight’s game.

SCOOBY
Maybe he’s okay now?

JUGHEAD
I don’t know, Scooby. Seems 
suspicious. I’ve never known him to 
calm --

INT. SHOP CLASS - SAME

Betty leans over Shaggy, speaking as soothingly as possible.
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BETTY
-- down. Deep breaths.

Shaggy hyperventilates on the floor.

SHAGGY
Hallway -- Baby -- Hallway --

BETTY
We’re inside [LOOKS AROUND] shop 
class. Hallway Baby’s out there.

SHAGGY
Sorry, I just, like, wasn’t ready 
for that.

BETTY
It’s okay. None of us were.

She helps him to his feet, but Shaggy sees something glowing 
green in the corner of the room and loses his balance.

SHAGGY
L-l-l-look over --

INT. SCIENCE CLASSROOM - SAME

Archie finishes an elaborate trap blueprint on the 
whiteboard. Fred sits at a desk, reviewing it.

ARCHIE
-- there.

FRED
I don’t get it.

ARCHIE
It’s a trap to catch the Hallway 
Baby.

FRED
I know what it’s supposed to be. I 
just don’t understand how it would 
work.

He approaches the white board, takes the pen from Archie, and 
makes some adjustments.

FRED
The angles of the catapults are all 
wrong. And we can’t rely on a net. 
What if it’s a hologram?
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ARCHIE
You think the baby might be a 
hologram?

FRED
Anything is --

INT. CAFETERIA - SAME

Daphne and Veronica sit together, behind the serving station, 
covered in food.

VERONICA
-- impossible! Honestly, Daphne, 
I’ve never met a more stubborn 
person in my life.

DAPHNE
Me?

VERONICA
Yes! Why can’t you just admit you 
dumped your bronzer all over my 
white skirt during the beauty 
contest?

DAPHNE
I never did that! And besides, you 
were wearing a blue dress. I saw it 
when you messed up my lipstick.

VERONICA
No. It was a white skirt with a 
black stripe. You were wearing a 
blue dress.

DAPHNE
No, mine was red, with little 
sparkles.

They simultaneously realize.

VERONICA
It wasn’t you?

DAPHNE
It wasn’t you?

DAPHNE
[LAUGHS] So we’ve been angry at 
each other this whole time over 
nothing?

VERONICA
Sure sounds --
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INT. SHOP CLASS - SAME

Betty and Shaggy approach a blanket covering something 
glowing green.

SHAGGY
-- like, it is. It’s the Hallway 
Baby!

BETTY
No it’s not. Look!

She uncovers a bunch of baby dolls with various parts 
removed. All of them glow green.

BETTY
This must be where somebody built 
that eerie infant.

SHAGGY
You mean, it’s not --

INT. GYM - SAME

Reggie follows Velma, looking nervous and concerned.

REGGIE
-- really what you think it is.

VELMA
[DOESN’T CARE] Uh huh.

REGGIE
Please don’t say anything. I have a 
reputation to uphold.

Velma walks up to a fairly full trophy case.

VELMA
Fine. [THEN] Boy, you guys are on 
quite the winning streak.

REGGIE
The best of the best play for 
Riverdale.

VELMA
Except last year’s volleyball team.

REGGIE
That was rigged. Central High glued 
our sneakers to the ground so we 
couldn’t move the entire game.
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VELMA
Jinkies! And they got away with it?

REGGIE
The ref was working for them, but 
it’s okay, we’ll beat them in the 
championship game. They can --

INT. RIVERDALE HIGH HALLWAY - SAME

Scooby follows Jughead down the hall, glancing nervously side-
to-side and behind them.

JUGHEAD
-- help us put an end to this whole 
thing. There’s way more of us than 
there is of this baby.

SCOOBY
We can’t hurt a baby.

JUGHEAD
But that’s just it, there is no 
Hallway Baby. We know it’s fake.

SCOOBY
I don’t know that.

The intercoms screeches.

SCOOBY
Yikes!

Scooby leaps into Jughead’s arms. The Hallway Baby rounds a 
corner, crying as it flies towards them.

JUGHEAD
I can prove it’s not real. Watch. 
It’s flying around on --

He waves his hand above the baby, then below it.

JUGHEAD
-- wires?

The baby cries in his face.

INT. VARIOUS ROOMS - CONTINUOUS

Everybody else hears Scooby and Jughead scream off screen.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

EXT. RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - DUSK

The two gangs run out of the school, looking for Jughead and 
Scooby. Veronica and Daphne still covered in food.

SHAGGY
Scooby?

ARCHIE
Jug?

SCOOBY (O.S.)
Up here.

They look up at Jughead and Scooby clinging to a high branch 
in a tree.

JUGHEAD
Just doing a little bird watching.

REGGIE
Nice try. We all heard you two 
scream like a couple of wimps.

Jughead and Scooby climb down.

JUGHEAD
Wimps? We went toe-to-toe with the 
Hallway Baby. And let me tell you 
right now, it is not fake.

SCOOBY
[NODS] Totally real.

BETTY
Actually, Shaggy and I found a 
bunch of green, glowing baby dolls 
that we think somebody used when 
creating the ghost.

SHAGGY
So, like, it’s not real, buddy ol’ 
pal. You’ve got nothing to worry 
about.

SCOOBY
Thank goodness.

VELMA
Anybody else find anything helpful?
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JUGHEAD
We saw Moose’s car parked out back.

VERONICA
But I thought he wasn’t coming back 
while the ghost was still here? 
[THEN] What?

Everybody stares at her and Daphne. They realize it’s 
regarding their food-stained clothes.

DAPHNE
We got hungry.

FRED
[REFOCUSING] Sounds like there’s 
still more to investigate.

An alarm buzzes. Archie checks his phone.

ARCHIE
Shoot! There’s no time. The big 
game’s about to start. Reggie, 
we’ve got to go.

BETTY
Don’t worry, we’ll get to the 
bottom of this.

Archie and Reggie run off. The others share a concerned look.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD - NIGHT

On the sidelines, Archie sits next to Moose.

ARCHIE
I thought the Hallway Baby scared 
you away from the game?

MOOSE
It did, but then Midge told me he’s 
a hallway baby, not a field baby. 
So this is a safe zone. [THEN] 
She’s so smart.

He grabs his helmet and runs onto the field. Sitting in the 
stands, the two gangs scan the crowds around them. Shaggy and 
Scooby are back in their team spirit attire. Veronica and 
Daphne have changed into clean outfits that both fit 
Veronica’s aesthetic.

DAPHNE
Something isn’t right.
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VERONICA
I told you we’re not the same size.

DAPHNE
No, I’ve got a bad feeling about 
this mystery. We haven’t caught the 
ghost, but we’re out here at the 
game like we did.

FRED
I know what you mean, Daph. It’s 
like the Hallway Baby’s looming 
over us.

REVEAL: The Hallway Baby slowly floats over the stands, out 
of everybody’s view, except a confused SABRINA SPELLMAN (in 
the briefest of cameos).

On the field, Riverdale hikes the ball when the intercom is 
suddenly overwhelmed with feedback and the lights shut off. 
The Hallway Baby glows green as it flies down to the field, 
scaring the PLAYERS off in all directions. VISITORS in the 
stands quickly flee.

MOOSE
It escaped the hallway!

Moose runs off, leaving only Archie and Reggie on the field, 
staring down the Hallway Baby.

The others watch from the stands, unsure what to do and 
shouting over the intercom feedback.

BETTY
We have to do something!

VERONICA
If only we could get that 
screeching to stop.

VELMA
Jinkies! That’s it!

Velma pulls out her tablet.

VELMA
If my hunch is correct, that 
feedback is directly linked to the 
Hallway Baby and... bingo!

The Hallway Baby closes in on Archie and Reggie, then 
suddenly flies away from them. They look at each other, 
confused.
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FRED
What’d you do?

VELMA
I sent it back to the source.

They all hurry after the Hallway Baby.

EXT. RIVERDALE HIGH SCHOOL - MOMENTS LATER

The Hallway Baby crashes into the ground, at the feet of 
Dilton Doiley, tablet controller in hand, revealing it to be 
a drone inside a baby doll.

DILTON
My drone!

ARCHIE GANG
Dilton Doiley?

FRED
Who’s he?

JUGHEAD
Smartest kid --

Betty coughs.

JUGHEAD
Smartest guy in school.

ARCHIE
Dilton, why would you want to ruin 
our chance at the championship?

DILTON
They made me.

DAPHNE
Who made you?

CUT TO:

EXT. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL - LATER

Establishing shot. A group of guys can be heard laughing.

INT. LOCKER ROOM - SAME

CENTRAL HIGH FOOTBALL PLAYERS laugh as they watch clips on 
their phones of the chaos from the Riverdale game.
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SHORT PLAYER
Ha! Those Riverdale dorks are gonna 
be so scared, they’ll never play 
again.

LONG-HAIRED PLAYER
The championship is as good as 
ours!

BLOND PLAYER
I can’t believe they fell for it so 
easily. Hallway Baby? What a joke!

They all laugh, until the lights go out.

SHORT PLAYER
Who did that?

Dilton runs in, screaming.

LONG-HAIRED PLAYER
Is that the Riverdale nerd?

DILTON
It’s real!

The players look at each other, confused. Hallway Baby flies 
in behind Dilton, crying. The players stumble over each 
other, trying to run away.

BLOND PLAYER
Get out!

They run off.

Once they’re gone, Dilton opens the doors to reveal both 
gangs. A tablet in Velma’s hands, toilet paper and whipped 
cream in everybody else’s.

DILTON
They’re gone.

REGGIE
Time for Operation: Payback.

They all smile.

EXT. POP’S CHOCK-LIT SHOPPE - LATER

Establishing shot. The Mystery Machine and the Archie gang’s 
cars are parked outside.
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INT. POP'S CHOCK-LIT SHOPPE - CONTINUOUS

Reggie and Velma head over to the two booths where the gangs 
are split up, drinks in hand. Shaggy, Scooby and Jughead are 
nowhere to be found.

REGGIE
You swear you won’t say anything?

VELMA
Calm down. I won’t say a word.

They get to the tables. Reggie slides in next to Veronica.

DAPHNE
What were you two talking about?

REGGIE
We -- uh --

VELMA
Reggie wanted to know if he’d be a 
ten at Coolsville High like he 
seems to think he is at Riverdale.

BETTY
Ew.

VERONICA
Reggie...

She playfully nudges him. Reggie mouths “Thank You” to Velma 
and she nods.

ARCHIE
Thanks for the help, guys. We 
really couldn’t have solved that 
without you.

DAPHNE
Any time.

She smiles at Veronica.

BETTY
Are you two friends now?

VERONICA
We’ve always been friends, 
apparently.

BETTY
What do you mean?
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DAPHNE
It turns out what we thought we did 
to each other, we actually hadn’t.

VELMA
Then who did it?

A bell rings as somebody enters the diner. The gangs look 
over to see CHERYL BLOSSOM, in a blue dress, saunter in.

CHERYL
Daphne? Veronica? What a surprise! 
Is there a beauty contest losers 
convention in town tonight?

Daphne and Veronica’s faces sour.

DAPHNE
Cheryl.

VERONICA
Cheryl.

Archie looks around.

ARCHIE
Where’s Jughead?

FRED
Shaggy and Scooby disappeared too.

BETTY
There they are!

VELMA
Wouldn’t you know it, those three 
found the one thing they all have 
in common...

BETTY
Mystery solving?

VELMA
Food.

The trio lick their lips as POPS delivers a massive sundae to 
the counter in front of them. They dive in, head first 
(literally), into the dessert. Everybody laughs.

SCOOBY
Scooby-Dooby-Doo!

Head topped with whipped cream and a cherry, Scooby smiles, 
revealing a banana in his mouth.

END OF SHOW
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